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January 29, 2016

TO: Each Supervisor

. \
FROM: Cynthia A. Harding, M.P.H. CU,/J?M_Q ﬁ&&@@l 3/

Interim Director

SUBJECT: FOOD FACILITY GRADING SYSTEM (ITEM NO. 64-A, AGENDA OF
JUNE 9, 2015 AND ITEM 59-A, AGENDA OF SEPTEMBER 1, 2015)

In a motion by Supervisor Antonovich on June 9, 2015, the Department of Public Health
(DPH) was directed to (1) conduct a thorough review of the retail food facility grading
system in Los Angeles County, including an assessment of current grading factors,
methodology, and a review of grading systems used in other jurisdictions and (2)
provide a report of its findings and recommendations to the Board within 30 days.
Reports were provided to the Board on July 8, 2015 and on August 18, 2015. In a
subsequent motion by Supervisor Antonovich on September 1, 2015, DPH was
instructed to provide monthly progress reports to the Board on the restaurant grading
recommendation implementation activities. This January 2016 report is the fourth
progress report in response to the motion.

The Implementation Plan for Restaurant Grading Recommendations, which was
developed to report on the progress or status of each recommendation, was updated for
this report (Attachment A). To date, some of the recommendations have already been
completed. The recommendations are on track for completion by the established target
date, with the exception of Recommendation A3. The target date for completion of
Recommendation A3, determining what additional information should be included on the
grade card, was adjusted to allow necessary time for further discussion and a cost
analysis related to grade card changes.
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Since last month’s update, DPH staff met with California Restaurant Association (CRA)
members to discuss the recommendations, review the final results of the public grade
card survey, and address any industry questions and concerns. At the meeting, some
CRA members raised concerns with certain survey results and with particular
recommendations, prompting DPH to further review the proposed changes to the grade
card and the proposed policy changes. Since the CRA meeting did not result in clear
support for the implementation of each of the recommendations, DPH is scheduling
another meeting with industry representatives to discuss them further. DPH will also
continue discussions with the EH Directors of surrounding counties and cities regarding
these recommendations.

Our next report will be submitted in February 2016. In the meantime, if you have any
questions or need additional information, please let me know.

CAH:dc
PH:1508:006

Attachment
c Chief Executive Officer

County Counsel
Acting Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
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